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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco 
Wednesday, May 18, 2011 

7:30 pm 
 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:40 pm, Wednesday, May 18, 2011, at the 
Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York. 
 
Members Present:   Chairman Kevin Kelly  

Patty Kiernan  
Jim MacDonald 

 
Members Absent:  Bruce Hartleben 
    Anne Houck 
 
Staff Present:   None 
 
Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 
 
New Cases: 
 
1.  Applebee’s     Case #ARB11-12 
 185 North Bedford Road   Awnings/Entrance  

Mount Kisco, NY 10549  Canopy & Signage 
Discussion 

 
Chairman Kelly called the first case, Applebee’s –185 North Bedford Road.  
Brian O’Connor from Frohling Sign Company appeared before the Board. 
 
Brian O’Connor stated Applebee’s is undergoing a new identification for 
new vivid logos and refreshing their restaurants.  Part of that means 
getting rid of their older awnings and also installing new signage 
representing the new logo.    
 
Brian O’Connor said the Applebee’s location is a freestanding building and 
the proposal is to replace the existing green sunbrella fabric awnings 
where the valance says Applebee’s with yellow aluminum awnings.  
Chairman Kelly asked if yellow was going to be the new national color 
everywhere.  Brian O’Connor stated yes, that yellow is going to be the 
national color on the awnings.  He explained that the awning is an open 
framed awning and the side is just an aluminum tube that is holding up 
the yellow.  Applebee’s is looking to replace all window awnings that 
presently are the green sunbrella awnings.  Jim MacDonald asked if all of 
the awnings and the entry canopy are structurally engineered?  Brian 
O’Connor stated yes, that they will be structurally engineered.   
 
Brian O’Connor stated that presently over the two entrances there are two 
larger sunbrella fabric awnings that are going to be removed, and 
Applebee’s would like to install a canopy in their place.  The canopy will be 
a structural aluminum open frame canopy and over each doorway there is 
a curve inside.  The face of the canopy will have black structural aluminum 
on top and bottom.  At the top of the face of the canopy there is a row of 
white LED lights where the light will wash down the canopy face to give it 
a little accent; it’s not very bright.  There is no signage proposed on the 
canopy.  The purpose of the canopy is to provide some protection from 
the rain.   
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Jim MacDonald questioned what the lighting is going to be like throughout.  
Brian O’Connor stated that the gooseneck lights over the existing awnings 
are going to come down.  Jim MacDonald asked if there was any lighting 
proposed for the awnings at this point.  Brian O’Connor said that there 
was not.   
 
Chairman Kelly stated that the proposed signage does not comply with the 
new sign law, so they have to appear before the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
He said that the Architectural Review Board could provide him with some 
feedback before he goes to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Chairman Kelly 
asked if the Applebee’s sign is backlit?  Brian O’Connor stated yes that 
there are existing signs at three elevations; one facing North Bedford 
Road, one facing Preston Way, and one facing the parking lot.  On these 
signs there are three sets of letters and the Applebee’s sign they are 
proposing to remove.  They will be leaving the existing Neighborhood Bar 
& Grill signage.  The Applebee’s sign on the three elevations are all lit and 
the Neighborhood Bar & Grill signs are not.  Chairman Kelly stated that 
based on current regulations the Neighborhood Bar & Grill signs would not 
comply under the new regulations. Brian O’Connor said that based on 
discussion he had with Patti Tipa, none of the signage would comply.  Jim 
MacDonald asked how do the proposed signs compare in size to the 
existing signs?  Brian O’Connor stated that they are a little bit bigger 
because of the new logo.  He stated that they are still going to be 
proportional to the building because they are using the existing space 
where the present letters are installed and they are not relocating the 
Neighborhood Bar & Grill signs.   
 
Chairman Kelly asked if anyone on the Board had an objection to the 
awnings.  Jim MacDonald stated he was concerned more about the canopy 
above the entry door than the awnings.  His concern is that when people 
are exiting the building where the sidewalk is located is right where the 
water will be coming off the edge of the canopy, and the curvature will 
force the water to where people are walking.  Another concern he has is 
where the drainage is draining off where the windows are where people 
are sitting.  Where the water is going would be the issue but from a visual 
point of view he has no issue.  Jim MacDonald said that his last concern 
would be how to deal with birds.  He stated that birds could find nesting.  
Brian O’Connor stated that all of these points were valid points.   
 
Chairman Kelly stated he thought that the Board should get a letter from 
Applebee’s Corporate stating that they are re-branding their stores.  He 
stated that the Architectural Review Board had a previous case that came 
before the Board that swore that their sign had to be a certain way based 
on their new National branding.  Chairman Kelly stated that he saw an 
opening for the same store some place else with a different size and sign.  
Chairman Kelly stated that having the letter from Applebee’s Corporate 
would also make their argument better when going before the Zoning 
Board of Appeals because it is just not something that is being proposed 
for Mount Kisco but for everywhere.  Chairman Kelly stated that he did not 
feel strongly about the Applebee’s sign, he thinks it’s fine.   
 
Chairman Kelly asked the Board if anyone has a problem with the 
awnings.  Patty Kiernan stated that she personally does not like the 
awnings and thinks that they are unattractive.  She stated that she 
personally does not like them on the building, but that they will be fine.  
Chairman Kelly stated that they can vote on the awnings.     
 
Chairman Kelly asked to talk about Applebee’s main sign.  Jim MacDonald 
asked what was going on with the apple and questioned how it intersects?  
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Brian O’Connor stated that they took very detailed measurements as far 
as the available space for the sign and the apple will fit.  He stated that 
the two channel letter signs are replacing letters that are flush mounted to 
the building and they are five inches deep.  The proposed cabinet sign is 
very similar in depth to what is existing.  Chairman Kelly asked why not 
make all of the signs the same?  He stated that making all of the signs the 
same may be more sophisticated.  Chairman Kelly questioned whether 
there was latitude with the corporate standard signage so they could 
potentially have the preferred channel signs as opposed to the cabinet 
sign.  He explained that other corporate entities who came in with the 
standard corporate signage were able to provide an alternate proposal 
that was more in keeping with Village regulations.   
 
Chairman Kelly stated that he would support the first option on all sides to 
the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Patty Kiernan agreed with Chairman Kelly 
and stated she would like to see the channel letter sign on each side of 
the building.  Chairman Kelly stated that he feels that this sign fights less 
with the yellow because it is only a touch of red.  Jim MacDonald agreed 
with Patty Kiernan and Chairman Kelly.  Chairman Kelly suggested 
including adding the building number on the sign because it is not on the 
drawings.  Chairman Kelly stated we need a tentative motion for the 
awnings on the remote chance that the Board can have a quorum with 
three people.  
 
Motion: Patty Kiernan made the motion to accept the awnings and 
the additional canopies for Applebee’s as presented.  Jim 
MacDonald seconded that motion.  All Ayes. 
 
Minutes:  
 
April 20, 2011 
 
The minutes were not approved because all members of the Board were 
not present. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


